IN THE CLAIMS 

The following is a complete list of the claims now pending; this listing 
replaces all earlier versions and listings of the claims. 



. I (Currently Amended) A color-image processing apparatus 

OA 

comprising: 

reading means for reading color image data stored in image storage 
means provided in said coW-image processing apparatus; and 

determination means for comparing colo r -imag e data sto r ed in 
imag e sto r ag e m e ans with a pattern stored in patt e rn storag e m e ans determining the 
similarity between the color image aata and a pattern of a specific image . 

wherein the colo r -image data sto re d in said imag e sto r age means is 
r ead with a predet e rmined timing, and determination by said determination means is 
p e rform e d said determination means determines the similarity between the pattern of the 
specific image and the color image data that is read at a predetermined time independent of 
a read instruction given by a user to read the color image data stored in the image storage 
means. 



2. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim claim 1, 

\ 

wherein said color-image processing apparatus comprises a computer, and wherein said 
storage means comprises a hard disk. 



3. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim claim 1 , 
wherein the color-image data is stored in said image storage means as a file. 



4. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim claim 1, 
further comprising^dteration means for performing alteration for of the color-image data 
when said determination means has d e t e rmin e d determines that the color-image data 
coincides with the pattern. 

5. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1 claim 2 . 
wherein said patte r n image storage means , said imag e sto r age means and said 
determination means are controlled by an operating system on a computer , and wherein the 
operating system periodically controls said means to performs the 
perform determination for on the color-image data stored in said image storage means. 

6. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim claim 1 5 
wherein said image sto r age m e ans sto r es colo r -image dataxorres p onding to a plurality of 
images, and whe r ein, after determining th e color-image data\said determination means 
r eco r ds info r mation indicating end of th e d e t e rmination in the det e rmin e d colo r -image data 
adds determination-completed flag information to each piece of the color image data that 
has been subjected to determination . 

7. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to (jlaim claim 6, 
wherein said determination means does not pe r form determination fo r the colo r -image data 
whe r e the information indicating th e e nd of the d e t e rmination has been r ecord e d determine 
the similarity with respect to the color image data having determination-completed flag 
information. 
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(Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 5 claim 2 . 
wherein applicatioftkSoftwar e o p e r ating in th e o p e r ating syst e m assigns color-image data 
sto r ed in said image storag e means, and whe re in said determination means determines the 
color-imag e data wh e n r e aping th e colo r -imag e data the similarity when application 
software executed on a computer reads the color image data from said storage image 
means . 

9. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim claim 1 , 
wherein th e d e termination by said determination means is performed performs a 
determination when an operation input of fromVan operator is not provided for a 
predetermined period. 

10. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Gbsrm claim 1, 
wherein the d e t e rmination by said determination means yis p e rformed performs a 
determination when a CPU (central processing unit) of sa^d color-image processing 
apparatus does not execute application software. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim claim 1 , 
wherein the d e t e rmination by said determination means is perform e d performs a 
determination when starting said color-image processing apparatus is turned on . 

12. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according^^Haim claim 1 , 
wherein the dete r mination by said determination means is perf o rmed performs a 



determination when copying the color-image data from an external storage device to said 
image stooge means. 

13L (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim claim 1 , 
wherein the dete r mination by said determination means is performed performs a 
determination when coping the color-image data from said image storage means to an 
external storage device. 

14. (Currently Xmended) An apparatus according to Gtetm claim 1, 
wherein the determination by said determination means is performed wh e n performs a 
determination during communication of the color-image data with an external apparatus 
connected to said color-image processing^apparatus via a network. 



15. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim claim 3, 

\ 

whe r ein the color-imag e data is sto r ed m said image sto r age means as an image fil e , and 

\ 

wherein said determination means performs a determination by obtaining bit-map data 

\ 

other than data buried within the image file in a format of a tag. 

wherein, when another operation input of from the operator is not provided for a 
predetermined period after starting an operation input of from the operator, determination 
pr ocessing by said determination means is r esumed fr o m resumes determination processing 
for the color-image data for which a determination by said determination means is has not 
been performed. 



1 7. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim claim 1 0, 
wherein, wherkhe CPU of said color-image processing apparatus does not execute the 
application softwate after starting execution of the application software, determination by 
said determination means is r esum e d fr om resumes determination processing for 

the color-image data for which a determination by said determination means is has not 
been performed. 

18. (Currently Ameiided) A color-imag e p r oc e ssing control method for 
com p aring colo r -image data stored in imag fe storag e m e ans with a pattern sto r ed in patte r n 
sto r ag e m e ans for controlling a color processing apparatus, said method comprising the 
step steps of: 

reading the colo r -image color image data stored in the an image 
storage means with a pre determined timing, and perfon^i^ig d e t e rmination by the 
det e rmination m e ans medium provided in the color-image processing apparatus; and 

determining the similarity between theVolor image data and a 
pattern of a specific image, 

wherein determining the similarity between fee pattern of the 
specific image and color image data that is read at a predetermined tii^ie independent of a 
read instruction given by the user to read the color image data stored in\he image storage 
medium. 



1 9. (Currently Amended) A col or -image pr ocessing apparatus, in which 
said colo r -imag e pr o c e ssing control method according to Claim claim 1 8 . wherein the 




colcfc-image processing apparatus comprises is e xecuted by a compute r, and said image 
storage mfeqns comp r ises a hard disk . 

20. \(Currently Amended) A sto r age medium, ca p abl e of being r ead by a 
comput er , computer program comprising: 

\ 

code for reading color image data stored in an image storage 




medium provided in a color-image processing apparatus: and 

\ 

codes of a dete r mination pr oc e ss fo r comparing colo r -image data 

. \ 

stored m image storage m e ans with a pattern stored m pattern sto r ag e m e ans code for 

\ 

determining the similarity between an image subjected to determination and a pattern of a 
specific image . 

wherein th e colo r -imag e data stored in th e image storag e means is 
r ead at a pr e d e t e rmined timing, and d e t e rmination in th e d^rmination p r oc e ss is 
p e rformed determining the similarity between the pattern of thevspecific image and color 
image data that is read at a predetermined time independent of a read instruction given by a 
user to read the color image data stored in the image storage medium\ 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) A storage medium according \p Claim claim 
20, wherein the image storage means comprises a hard disk. 
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